Information about G. J. Hayward and his writing box based on research carried out by Chris O’Dea  

This Georgian/ Regency brass mounted Brazilian rosewood writing box or lap desk was made in England 
c. 1815. It is decorated with decorative brass inlay of a substantial gauge. The brass inlay illustrates fleur des lys motifs on the corners and on the brass plate, which has G.J. Hayward engraved on the surface. The box has flush mounted military style handles. It is equipped with a brass reading stand with corrugated brass grooves. The inside is equipped with a storage facility which includes an unpolished mahogany surface that is criss-crossed with Ribbon to allow envelopes and paper to be secured. There is a side drawer that can be opened by releasing the brass pin.

This writing box was own by George Johnstone Hayward, who was a native of Poole England. Mr. Hayward would have been born around 1798 as he died at 86 years of age in St. John’s on August 4, 1884. There is a reference to his death in the Evening Telegram dated Aug. 7, 1884. The reference which was corrected a couple of days later refers to the death of James Hayward Esq, but it was indeed referring to the death of George Johnstone Hayward. The reference, with the name correction, reads as follows:
“Another venerable landmark has just been removed. This morning the mortal remains of our aged and much respected townsman, George Johnstone Hayward. Esq., was interred at the Church of England cemetery. In the honour of the deceased, the flags of our shipping and mercantile houses were flying half mast high, nor were other indications of the general esteem in which he was held wanting. Mr. Hayward occupied a position in the Custom’s Dept. for over 35 years. He received his commission in 1819 and held it until 1855 when he retired on a pension paid him by the Imperial Government. Being upright, conservative & honorable in the official as well as the private character, Mr. Hayward made many firm friends and won the respect of all who knew him.”
The Aug. 4, 1884 Telegram makes the following reference:

“This morning, aged 86, George Johnstone Hayward, native of Poole Dorset, was for many years, Controller of Customs and Navigational Law at this port. Funeral will take place from his late residence Water St. on Thurs. at 11:00 AM”

There is a reference in St. Michaels and All Angels parish website as follows:

“In the year 1866, a new thing cropped up. G.J. Hayward, an old merchant of St. John’s, whose wholesale and retail provision grocery and wine-trade, required a young man. I applied for the situation, accepted, I being 19 years of age.
Then I came to town to live with G.J. Hayward and remained working for 9 years…………..After a time…. I was compelled to go out to board. I then decided to make up a house of my own, and went to Carbonear where I found my wife, the eldest daughter of Capt. Charles Pike, Priscilla, by our blessed union and seven sons and five daughters were born to us.”

The 1830 Church report on the Grand Bank website shows St. John’s Church contributors and one was G. J. Hayward Esq., H.M.C. (Her Majesty’s Customs).

Rochford’s Directory 1877 makes reference to G.J. Hayward as a Commission Merchant operating out of 253 Water St. . He is also referred to in the 1864 Directory.

There was a reference to G.J. Hayward having lived on Waterford Bridge Rd. in a property called Sunnyside.

G. J. Hayward had two sons, Henry who worked in business, and Charles who moved to Melbourne, Australia. There is a reference on the net to a Charles Henry Hayward 38, who died in Melbourne sometime between April 1867 and Dec. 1868. The reference also states that he  was born in “British America ( Canada ) “ and his port of entry was Sydney Australia in 1852.  Charles son, another George Johnstone Hayward, moved back to Nfld from Australia. He married Fanny Clarissa Warren, who was a daughter of W.J. Coen. Coen may have been Lady Winter’s father.

